
Third Sunday after Epiphany           January 25, 2015 

Text – Mark 1:14-20   Theme: “The Alarm Clock” 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Come to find out, the telling of time is part of the history of ancient 

humankind. Shadow clocks and sundials came first, but what if the 

sun didn’t shine?  

 

Water clocks were also used – they calculated time by the 

regulated flow of a liquid into or out of a vessel, where the amount 

was or is then measured, and the time passage determined. Water 

clocks were relied upon heavily in the ancient kingdoms of China 

with usage widespread as early as five hundred years before 

Christ! 

 

And speaking of kingdoms, we have a tendency to spiritualize the 

phrase “the kingdom of God,” as if it were something that, deep 

down, has no connection with our lives as Christians in the real 

world. But the kingdom of God is a real kingdom. It is not pretend. 

It is not solely spiritual, though the Spirit of God dwells richly in 

it.  

 

In today’s Gospel text, four apostles demonstrate their belief in a 

visible and concrete kingdom of God, not by adopting new 

spiritual disciplines, but by dropping their nets to follow Jesus.  

 

And the ministry of Jesus does not involve a retreat from the 

world. It takes place in Galilee, where Jew and Gentile live in close 

proximity. The kingdom of God is not where we retreat from the 

world, but where we engage with and encounter the world.  

 

The use of the term “kingdom of God” can seem so innocuous, 

kind of like some utopian realm in which everyone will be nice – if 

not now, then someday. But for Jesus to claim that the kingdom of 

God is at hand was to directly challenge the emperor in Rome. 
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Remember – the claim of Augustus Caesar, who reigned when 

Jesus was born, was that he was descended from a god, that he was 

the prince of peace who had stamped out all the small-scale wars 

between the nations when they were forced under the umbrella of 

the great Roman Empire and that as such, he was the savior of the 

world. Does that title sound at all familiar? 

 

A kingdom implies a king, so for Jesus to say that the kingdom of 

God was at hand was nothing less than treason against Rome. 

Nowadays it may seem safe to say that claims of Jesus trump the 

claims of Caesar, but 2.000 years ago, that was not at all a safe 

place to stand. 

 

Despite the danger it entails, the kingdom of God nevertheless 

trumps the worldly kingdom and all nations. The worldly kingdom 

may not like this. Today’s gospel passage begins with the arrest of 

John the Baptist. And the good news that Jesus proclaims will 

eventually lead to his arrest as well.  

 

Despite the danger, Jesus proclaims that the season for the 

kingdom of God has arrived. The alarm clock is ringing! Wake up 

to the joys and requirements of God’s kingdom. 

 

The kingdom of God redefines the meaning of history. It is not 

about Caesar. It is not about Rome – or Washington, D.C., or 

financial centers, or anything else that might suggest that the center 

of the universe is anything besides Jesus the Christ. 

 

The alarm is ringing! The kingdom of God has already begun! The 

Greek word for “near” has two meanings. First, the kingdom of 

God is near because it is here! We are expected to live by the rules 

of the kingdom right now because it is in our midst.  

 

But the second meaning suggests the kingdom is still on the way 

but not quite yet present in all its fullness.  
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Therefore, it’s not fully visible to the world, and so we might 

expect that there are those who still live by the rules of the world 

instead of by the Sermon on the Mount, the parables of Jesus, and 

the way of the cross.  

 

The kingdom of God calls for a change of attitude. The word for 

“repent” in Hebrew, the church language for Jesus, means to 

change directions and turn around. The word for “repent” in Greek, 

the language of the Gospel of Mark, means to change your mind, 

to change the way you think. We are to change the way we look at 

the world, and see everything in the light of the ministry of Jesus. 

 

Despite any danger, the kingdom of God is good news! It may be a 

little dangerous to stand up against the conventional wisdom of the 

24-hour news stations, or the morality of some celebrities and 

sports stars, and it is very dangerous for people in other parts of the 

world to stand up against violent groups that persecute Christians.  

 

But the good news of Jesus brings hope to the disabled, the poor, 

the imprisoned, the mourners, the sick and the suffering. Finally, 

the kingdom of God will triumph. Mark wants us to know that this 

is where history is heading. It may not be fully apparent at this 

time, but it will happen. Blessed are all who start living by the 

rules of the kingdom now. 

 

Turn your mind around and believe in the good news, Jesus tells 

the people. Four who fish for a living demonstrate that they believe 

because they drop everything and follow Jesus.  

 

It is worth noting that Jesus saw something in the disciples they 

didn’t see in themselves. And despite our protests that we are 

nobody special, Jesus sees something extraordinary in us as well. 

So it is imperative that we get off the sidelines and get into the 

game! 
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The world preaches security and safety. Jesus preaches good news. 

Jesus sees something in us and calls us together. No need for a 

change of passport. We remain earthly citizens of whatever 

worldly country to which we belong. But we now have a higher 

allegiance, to a kingdom that is close at hand.  

 

Earlier, I used the alarm clock as an image for the call of Jesus to 

repent and believe in the good news. Jesus gave that alarm because 

the kingdom of God is present in our midst, and also on the way, 

not fully released yet. Ideally, when an alarm goes off, we respond 

immediately, rising from bed, set to go about our business for the 

day. Some respond to an alarm by rushing into action.  

 

But others have hit the snooze button, rolled over and sunk back 

into spiritual sleep. Ultimately, an alarm must have its intended 

effect, rousing us to change our minds, turn around and believe in 

the good news, to drop whatever distracts us from the work of 

Christ and to take up our place in the kingdom.  

 

Listen again to the words of Jesus: The alarm has gone off. The 

kingdom is near. Repent and believe in the good news! Follow! 

Amen. 

 

May the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep our 

hearts and minds in Christ Jesus forever. Amen. 

 

Alan Goertemiller, Pastor 

Pilgrim Lutheran Church of Indianapolis, Inc. 

 

  

 

  

 


