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PILGRIM’S PROGRESS
ADVENT DINNERS & DECEMBER WORSHIP
ADVENT DINNERS & WORSHIP
December 6, 13 & 20

PILGRIM LUTHERAN CHURCH
3650 West 106th Street
Carmel, IN 46032
www.pilgrimindy.org
SUNDAY WORSHIP
8 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Worship
7 p.m.
OFFICE HOURS
8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Monday-Thursday
8 a.m.-noon
Friday
Church Office .......... (317) 846-2221
Church FAX .............. (317) 846-3590
Preschool Office ...... (317) 846-6132

@pilgrimindy
Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24 (CHRISTMAS EVE)
Morning Worship
Worship & Holy Communion
Music for the Holy Night
Candlelight Service & Holy Communion
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31 (NEW YEAR’S EVE)
Morning Worship

6 p.m. dinner
7 p.m. worship
10:45 a.m. only
4 p.m.
9 p.m.
9:30 p.m.
10:45 a.m. only

CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY SERVICE & PROGRAM
DECEMBER 24, 4 P.M.
The children in grades 1-6 are working very hard to learn
several new Christmas Carols, songs and hymns in
preparation for our annual Children’s Christmas program.
We accomplish this with rehearsals on Sunday morning
during the Sunday school opening and on Kids in Christ
night. All children in grades 1-6 may participate if they are in
attendance at either choir rehearsals.
All children in grades 1-6 participating in the worship
service may come directly to the choir room. We will greet
them as early as 3:30 p.m. They will remain with us (Gail,
Annalea and Gloria) until it is time for them to process into
the nave for their program. When the program is finished
they will find their family and sit with family during the
remainder of the service. Please, save them a space!

POINSETTIAS SIGN-UP
Help beautify our church and chancel for Christmas by
providing poinsettia plants for Christmas Eve. The cost of a
6” plant with foil and bow will be $14; the plants may be
taken home after Christmas Eve worship to be given as gifts,
or to decorate your own home. Sign up on the credenza in the
narthex. The deadline to order your poinsettia is Sunday,
December 10!
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the Triune God, and serve God
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FROM THE PASTOR
The word ‘advent’ means “coming.”
And while Santa Claus may be “coming” to
town, Advent is not, of course, about him.
We know who is coming and the
anticipation and excitement builds for us
during the four weeks of Advent. On
Christmas Eve we will encounter Mary and
Joseph, hear the angels sing to the
shepherds the good tidings, and we
ourselves will sing “Silent Night” in the soft light of candles.
To get to Bethlehem, we journey through Advent. Advent is
the season when the Church
• prepares to celebrate the coming of Jesus as a human
child,
• looks for Jesus to come again in the glory of the Father,
and
• gathers around his coming in Word and Sacrament.
We prepare in our homes and in our worship space with an
Advent wreath—a “wheel of time.”
We prepare through repentance and quiet reflection on our
lives and our daily living.
We look for Jesus to come again in the readings of Advent,
especially each Sunday’s second reading.
We look for Jesus to come again in our singing of the hymns
of Advent, rich with metaphor.
We gather and pray “Come, Lord Jesus.”
We gather and proclaim, “Christ will come again.”
As we gather for Evening Prayer and Holy Communion on
the Wednesday nights of Advent, our reading and liturgies will
focus the coming of Jesus to this world—as a child, in bread and
wine, with the angels.
When he does come we will hear the great glad tidings and
catch the dawn of redeeming grace.
We will join the song of heaven and nature and repeat—
again and again—the sounding joy.
And with all peoples and nations, with principalities and
powers we will prove the wonders of his love.
Peace,
Rudy
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FROM THE ELDERS

ELDER ASSIGNMENTS
ALL-CLA
Kelly Brown
(765) 481-8950
kelly@k4brown.com
CLE-FOR
Tim Guedel
(317) 243-1819
tommyteeg@yahoo.com
FOU-HIA
Jim Williams
(317) 773-1913
jaawilli@iu.edu
HIN-KRAF
Gwen Knipstein
(317) 402-1162
gknipste@aol.com
KRAM-MAU
Steve Sullivan
(317) 508-7159
sparky69@gotown.net
McC-POW
Kathy Bloom
(317) 879-1614
sbloomindy@sbcglobal.net
PRO-SHE
Bob Schumacher
(317) 828-0217
robertschumacher@yahoo.com
SHIL-URB
Jim Durst
(317) 844-3792
jrdurst@gmail.com
VAN-ZIM
Dave Blase
(317) 253-5003
yblase@sbcglobal.net

For me, like most, this is a time of year
when we are busy completing tasks on
many different fronts. We have been
finishing the remaining outdoor yard
items; raking, removing dead flowers, and
putting away the hoses and patio furniture
before winter sets in. We are hosting
Julie’s family for Thanksgiving this year so
much time has been spent cleaning,
shopping, organizing menus, and
planning for outings while they are here. How do I keep all
of these tasks straight? I seem to enjoy making lists! I may
keep the makers of post-it notes and spiral notebooks in
business single-handedly. My wife asked me just the other
day exactly how many lists I had going as she noticed the
pile next to the phone. It was four to be exact, at home. I
won’t mention the number at work.
As you know, the season of Advent is just around the
corner, a time to prepare for the birth of Christ. Here is my
short “list” that I hope will assist in preparing for Advent
and the coming of our Savior.
• A God willing to come to us in the flesh in order to save
us from our sins and brokenness. In the first chapter of
John, verse 14, it says that the Word became a human
being and, full of grace and truth, lived among us. We
saw his glory, the glory which he received as the Father’s
only son. God truly loves his children!
• Jesus, a king born in a lowly manger, who came to heal
the sick, stand with the poor and hungry, and save the
lowly. There are so many in this world today who don’t
have their basic needs met: food, clothing, shelter. Am I
prepared to follow the example set forth by Christ and go
out into this world to fulfill the mission of his church?
• Am I prepared for Christ to come again? In John, chapter
15, Jesus’ commandment to us is to “love one another just
as I have loved you.” The greatest love a person can have
for his friends is to give his life for them. Later, Jesus says
that we did not choose him, but rather he chose us, and
appointed us to go out and bear the kind of fruit that
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endures. I am pretty sure that none of us can adequately prepare for when He comes again, but
simply loving each other as Christ has loved us would certainly make this world a much better
place.
As we move into this busy time of year, don’t let the completion of your daily tasks, or lists, or
things from this world keep you from taking time to prepare for the coming of Christ, a child, born
in a stable, truly human and truly God, who came to live among us and deliver us from the
darkness of sin and death.
In Christ,
Jim Williams

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT PILGRIM...
PASTOR RUDY LEADING ADVENT CLASS IN DECEMBER
The Advent Stories…priests struck dumb, mysterious visitations, unexpected pregnancies. The
biblical stories leading up to the birth of Jesus are filled with humor, suspense, and some
interesting twists and turns. On December 3 and 10, Pastor Rudy will lead conversation around
those stories and characters as one way we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Word made
flesh. We will meet from 9:30-10:30 a.m. in the Adult Sunday School room.

REMINDERS
•

•

•

VOTERS’ MEETING – 9:30 a.m., Sunday, December 17: Important agenda items: 1) approval of a
2018 Budget for the congregation; 2) election of new leaders. Show your support for our leaders
and staff, and your support for our mission and ministry as a congregation, by attending!
2018 FLOWER CHART will be available starting December 3 in the Narthex for sign ups. Please
note that there are no flowers during the Lenten and Advent seasons. Cost is $40.50 per vase,
and there are two vases.
2018 OFFERING ENVELOPES will be available for pick up on December 10 and will be located on
the table in the narthex by the office window. Please contact the church office, if you do not see
your name. Call (317) 846-2221 or email DebbieCollins@pilgrimindy.org

HANGING OF THE GREENS
December 3 will be our annual Hanging of the Greens following the 10:45 a.m.
service. After greeting Pastor, please return to the front pews and we will give you
instructions on getting started. Many of you are pros at this, but we also want to get
newer members involved. All ages are encouraged; it is wonderful seeing a family
working together to decorate a tree or hang the garland. Following the decorating we
will have a salad and pizza luncheon. We do need to ask that you sign up on the sheet
under the TV so we have a handle on how many pizzas to order.
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STARRY NIGHT DISPLAY
Gifts for the Starry Night display must be at Pilgrim by Sunday, December 3.
• Please do not attach the star to the gift. Return the stars to the church and place them in the
large gift box in the narthex. The stars will be reused.
• Please do not wrap the gifts or attach greeting cards to them.
• If you purchase gift cards for restaurants, groceries, movies, etc., please write the amount
on the cards and place them in an envelope and put the envelope in the large gift box.
• The gifts will be delivered to LCFS during the week of December 4-8. All gifts must be at
Pilgrim no later than Sunday, December 3. There will be no Starry Night stars in the narthex
on Sunday, December 3.
The gifts you provide are given to LCFS for their “Christmas Store.” During a week in
December, various families that are recommended by social workers from throughout Marion
County can access the Christmas Store. There is no charge for items at the Christmas Store. Each
family is given a specific number of gift cards, depending on family size, and the various family
members are allowed to choose a limited number of gifts to take. If you have questions, comments,
suggestions or concerns, contact Dave Hunden at (317) 846-4373 or dchunden@outlook.com.

WELCA COOKIE WALK
It’s once again time for the annual Pilgrim Cookie Walk (sale).
We are requesting homemade Christmas cookies to be
donated (one batch = 3-4 doz.). No chocolate chip, please.
Then we all come and purchase a great assortment of yummy
cookies for family and friends for the holiday season. This
year the date for the Cookie Walk is 9-11 a.m. on Saturday,
December 9, in the Fellowship Hall. Cookies may be delivered
to the church kitchen starting December 3. If your cookies
have nuts in them, please label them as such. The funds raised will be used to support the
women's activities at Pilgrim and the Women of the ELCA.

GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS.
Pilgrim Service Opportunity: Help keep others warm this winter
We are collecting cold weather items to prepare “keep warm kits” for our local Gennesaret
Free Clinics. Almost all of those served by the clinic sites either live on the street full-time or only
go into a shelter overnight. Our goal is to collect enough items to create at least 100 kits! Sizes are
needed for men and women, and items needed include:
• New white socks
• Warm winter hats
• Warm gloves
• Scarves
• Blankets
5
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Donated items can be deposited in the specially designated collection bin in the church lobby
located under the donuts table. All donations must be received by Sunday, December 3. Then join
us on Sunday, December 10, for pizza and to help assemble these keep warm kits. Questions?
Contact Dan Murphy or Mark Tisdale.
Gennesaret Free Clinics came into being in 1988 when Dr. James A. Trippi, a local physician, was
volunteering at a church soup kitchen. As he watched the homeless people shuffle through the line, he asked if
they had medical care and the response was, “no.” Seeing a need, Dr. Trippi brought some of his colleagues
together to treat homeless persons who slept on the pews of a local church. Today, Gennesaret Free Clinics
has medical clinics in one shelter, a church, a mobile medical van, and clinic sites in two food patries— all
staffed by volunteers. Other programs of Gennesaret Free Clinics include a Dental and Wellness Clinic, a
Women’s Health Initiative, Health Recovery Programs, a Vision Care Program, and an Annual Flu Vaccine
Clinic.

WOMEN’S MONTHLY BIBLE GROUP
The Women’s Monthly Bible Group meets in the homes of different hosts each month. All women
of the congregation are invited to attend. The schedule through May is: January 18, February 15,
March 15, April 19, and May 19. The group will not meet in December. They are studying the life
of Simon Peter. If you have questions, contact Kathy Hatfield at (317) 577-8305.

LOOKING AHEAD
Beginning on Sunday, January 14, Paul Schumacher will lead a class on St. Augustine. Paul’s class
will run for five consecutive Sundays: January 14, 21, 28, and February 4 and 11. Paul will explore
many and varied topics based on the writings of St. Augustine: our Triune God, The Truth of Life
and the Bible in a Scientific Age, Modern Discipleship and the relevance of St. Augustine today.
Come learn and be inspired!

SUPER SENIORS
On December 12 we will end the year with a “field trip” to Beef and Boards to enjoy a buffet lunch
and performance of “A Christmas Carol.” Ticket price is $35 (includes the buffet and
performance). Darrell Pike is chairing this activity so please direct any questions to him. We have
set aside 40 seats to be sure we can accommodate everyone who is interested in joining fellow
Super Seniors. There is a sign-up sheet under the TV in the narthex. Be sure to check if you will
need a ride.
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PILGRIM IN PHOTOS
AT RIGHT: Members of Pilgrim’s Youth
Group held a Veteran’s Day service for
residents at Zionsville Meadows Senior
Living Community in late November.

ABOVE: Men from Pilgrim met for lunch on the
Tenderloin Trail at George’s Neighborhood Grill in
Indianapolis in early November.
AT LEFT: Super Seniors celebrated our veterans in
November with a Thanksgiving-themed feast.
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CHILDREN’S CORNER
Long ago now, over 2000 years, Jesus was born into this world as a little baby. Still today we
recall this birth, Jesus’ story, which is our story. Jesus coming, God coming, to our world changed
the world forever. If we think about this age-old story we can think how we can live into the true
meaning of Christmas. Come along with me as we put ourselves into the Christmas Story:
A long time ago, Mary and Joseph traveled from Nazareth to Bethlehem to be counted
in the census ordered by the king.
Thank you, God, we too can journey along with you and be counted as one of your
children.
A long time ago, Mary gave birth to Jesus; she laid him in a manger, a trough for food for
the animals.
Thank you, God, that today we can have Jesus born into our hearts through the waters of
baptism.
A long time ago, the angels sang praises to God as they announced the birth of Jesus.
Thank you, God that we are able to announce and sing about Jesus in worship without
any threats to our faith.
A long time ago, the shepherds left their fields and hurried to find the place where Jesus
lay among the sheep and goats and cows.
Thank you, God that we too can find Jesus wherever we look, for he dwells among us.
A long time ago, wise men carried gifts from afar as they followed a star to lead them to
find and worship the newborn king.
Thank you, God that we too can follow Jesus and bring him the gift of ourselves by and
through loving and serving others here on earth.
Dear God, thank you for Christmas. Thank you for Jesus who has shown us how to love others
as you love us. Amen.

DECEMBER CALENDAR REMINDERS
Sunday, December 3 .................................................................... Sunday School for all (Pastor Rudy leads adult class)
Friday, December 8 .................................................................. Kids in Christ for children in grades 1-6, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Sunday, December 10 .................................................................. Sunday School for all (Pastor Rudy leads adult class)
Friday, December 15 ................................................................ Kids in Christ for children in grades 1-6, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Sunday, December 17 ................................................. Sunday School for children; Congregational meeting for adults
Friday, December 22 ............................................................................ Kids in Christ; final rehearsal for Christmas Eve
8
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PILGRIM LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL & PARENTS’ TIME OUT
Oh, how busy we were in November! Many of us learned about
coming to America on the Mayflower, and then how it might have
been to live as pioneers – without the modern conveniences. It was
difficult for many to imagine no TV, video games, or grocery stores,
and walking to school instead of coming in mom’s mini-van or
SUV!
We talked a lot about the things for which we are thankful. Our
things to be thankful for ranged from yogurt, lawn mowers,
dinosaurs, and turkeys, to Mom and Dad, our families and God!
The 4s and 5s classes gathered in fellowship hall for a special
Thanksgiving celebration where they ate lunch together wearing
the Pilgrim hats they made earlier in the month.
During the month of December, we will all focus on the birth of
Christ—with art projects, songs and stories. Sarah Williams and
Gloria Worth once again did a fabulous job in choosing child
friendly songs for the Christmas season, and we already are having
fun singing them. We are so grateful and appreciative of all the time
and hard work that they both devote to the preschool! Our 4s and
5s classes will be singing in a Christmas program at 11 a.m. on
Monday, December 18, in the Sanctuary. The program will be
followed with a cookie reception in the fellowship hall.
Registration for Fall 2018 is just around the corner! Our ‘Parents
Time Out’ is for children who are twelve months old by September
1. ‘Preschool’ is for ages two through five. ‘In house’ registration
(for those families who are currently enrolled in the program, but
are not Pilgrim members) takes place during the first weeks after
Christmas Vacation (Due January 19). Pilgrim members are
given priority and pay no registration fee. If you are a
Pilgrim member, please call Amy at (317) 846-6132, or email
amytucker@pilgrimindy.org before January 9 to priority register
your child. For Open registration (those folks who are not currently
in the program and not Pilgrim members), we begin accepting
registration forms beginning January 26. Thanks again to all of you
who support our ministry to our young children and their families
in our congregation and our community. Please continue to keep us
all in your prayers.
In His service
Amy Tucker
9
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DECEMBER MINISTRY SCHEDULE
SUNDAYS
8 a.m.

10:45 a.m.

WEDNESDAYS
7 p.m.

Gwen Knipstein
Kathy Hatfield
Hatfield Family
Frank Bates
Mark Tisdale

DECEMBER 6, 2017
ELDER
Kathy Bloom
LAY ASSISTANT
Maureen Jordan

Kathy Bloom
Nathan High
Gigowski Family
Mike Przybylski
Steve Bloom

DECEMBER 3, 2017
ELDER
ACOLYTE
GREETERS
LAY ASSISTANT
A/V COVERAGE

Jim Durst
Nolan Elser
Baumgarn Family
Denny Licht
N/A
Jim Durst
N/A
N/A

DECEMBER 10, 2017
ELDER
ACOLYTE
GREETERS
LAY ASSISTANT
COMMUNION ASSISTANT
A/V COVERAGE
YOUTH USHERS
YOUTH GREETERS

Dave Blase
Kathy Hatfield, Marla Murphy
Murphy Family
Claire Weems
John Williams, Jim Williams
Mark Tisdale
TBD
TBD

Kathy Bloom
Nate Gordon
Gigowski Family
Karin Veatch
Steve Bloom

DECEMBER 17, 2017
ELDER
ACOLYTE
GREETERS
LAY ASSISTANT
A/V COVERAGE

Dave Blase
Aaron Donley
Donley Family
Tammy Donley
Mark Tisdale

10:45 a.m.
Kelly Brown
TBD
TBD
TBD
Mark Tisdale

DECEMBER 24, 2017
ELDER
ACOLYTE
GREETERS
LAY ASSISTANT
A/V COVERAGE

4 p.m.
Jim Durst
Trinity Dorn, Noah Berg
Berg & Dorn/Hunden families

DECEMBER 31, 2017
ELDER
ACOLYTE
GREETERS
LAY ASSISTANT
A/V COVERAGE
Marcia Runkel
Judie Williams

ALTAR GUILD
CHANCEL VOLUNTEER

Bill Bowen

USHERS

Dave Blase
Kathy Hatfield
Hatfield Family
Marla Murphy
Mark Tisdale
Marcia Runkel
Kathy Hatfield
Martin Hurford, Fred Baade,
John Williams, Don Newby,
Jim Williams
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DECEMBER 13, 2017
ELDER
Dave Blase
LAY ASSISTANT
John Shilling
DECEMBER 20, 2017
ELDER
Jim Williams
LAY ASSISTANT
Susie Pike

9:30 p.m.
Tim Guedel
Nolan Elser, Malik Dorn
Elser & Dorn/Hunden families
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DECEMBER 2017 CALENDAR
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Carol Hatfield
Pat Wiehe
Vanija Dorn
Jennifer Pitts
Peggy Forst
John Gunnell
Steve Schroeder
Marcia Runkel
Kyle Clemmons
Mary Ellen Sullivan
Alex Wade
Nathan Wade
Jo Lesher
Noel Shilling
Anna Nelsen
Ben Worth
Matt Worth
Jason Follstad
Braady Johnsey
Anna Zetzl
Kyle Dorn
Bob Harshbarger
Rich Knipstein
Eli Konow
Bristol Pabst
Darrell Pike
Sherilyn Kindig
R.J. McDuffey
Hudson Pike

1
2
4
6
8
11

Jim & Leslie Durst (41 years)

13
14
15
16

Dick & Carol Dahoney (55 years)

18
22
23
24

Kelly & Katrina Brown (32 years)

26

Lynn & Fran Willis (51 years)

28
29

Kevin & Erica Harriman (26 years)

30
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I-K Lutheran

December 2017

Where God is doing new things
There were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid;
for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord...So the
shepherds went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what
the shepherds told them...The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and
seen, as it had been told them.
[Luke 2:8-11, 16-18, 20; Nativity of Our Lord II, Christmas Day]
We are the shepherds. A rag-tag band of nomads trying to get through each day, tending to
whatever flock of responsibilities has been entrusted to us, weary and worn.
We are the shepherds. Surprised by good news of great joy that God has taken on human
flesh, borne our weariness, swaddled our sorrow, and flung our sin into the darkness in and
through the Messiah, the Lord, the Savior, born in the city of David.
We are the shepherds. Traveling again and again to Bethlehem to see the goodness and grace
of God, forgiveness, healing, and hope, new, abundant, and lasting life for us, mangered in bread
and wine, cradled in our hands, sealed in our hearts.
We are the shepherds. Returning to our daily lives, the tending of flocks, wandering through
the world, praising God for all that we have heard and seen in Jesus...for us and for the world...and
like the angel, sharing with other schlepping shepherds, in what we do and what we say, the good
news of great joy for all people.
We are the shepherds, dear sisters and brothers, this holy season and always, journeying to
Bethlehem to meet again the child Christ who is the good news of great joy for all.
May your Advent and Christmas journey be deeply blessed and may you bless others along
the way!
+ Bishop Bill Gafkjen
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The Indiana-Kentucky Synod staff is collecting items for The Sharing
Place, a material assistance program providing free food and clothing to
families in need in Indianapolis.
Items needed:
• Ramen noodles
• Pasta
• Canned meat
• Pork and beans
• Macaroni and cheese
• Hamburger Helper
• Canned fruit and vegetables
• Rice
• Peanut butter
• Jelly
• Toilet paper
• Shampoo
• Laundry detergent
• Diapers (N-6)
• Dish Soap
• Gift Cards
• Gifts for Teenagers ages 13-18
Please bring donated items to the Executive North Office, Building 911,
Suite 200, by December 13.
Learn more about The Sharing Place: www.lutheranfamily.org.
Questions? Contact Sylvia at sylore@iksynod.org or call (317) 253-3522
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